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Report from Year One (YR1) on deliverables and key performance indicators (KPIs) from developing 

(and piloting) online law and public policy courses on global stewardship and sustainability 
 

Outputs / 
Deliverables  

 KPIs YR1 Report (Aug 2022 – June 2023) 

Phase I - Year 1 2022-23 
 

YR1 Report Notes 

Objective: 
 Content 

for first 2-
3 courses 
developed 
& launched  

Objective: 
 2-3 course 

syllabi & 
online 
materials 

Achieved: 
Syllabi, readings, PPTs, films, 
assessments & courses developed 
& launched for 4 courses: 
1. Key Essentials:  
The Sustainable Development Goals & 
the Law 
2. Key Essentials: The Paris Agreement, 
Sustainable Development & the Law 
3. Key Essentials: The Wealth Economy, 
Sustainable Development & the Law 
4. Key Essentials: The CBD Global 
Biodiversity Framework, Sustainable 
Development & the Law 
 

Notes per Course: 
1. Built on SDGs, Global Economy & Law 
workshops, events & engagement, engaging 
community of practice for advice/outreach 
2. Built on UNFCCC COP27 Climate Law & 
Governance Day & Climate Law & Governance 
Specialisation Course workshops & engagement, 
engaging community of practice for advice/outreach 
3. Built on Intl Accounting Standards, Bennett 
Institute’s Wealth Economy framework & annual 
conference 2023, engaging community of practice 
for advice/outreach 
4. Built on CBD COP15 Biodiversity Law & 
Governance Day workshops & events, engaging 
community of practice for advice/outreach 
 

Objective: 
 First two 

courses 
piloted 
online for 
200 
learners 

  

Objective: 
 Rated 

course 
evaluations 
by 50+ 
learners 

 

Achieved: 
Courses piloted & launched for 
524 learners (out of 2,012 EOIs) 
from 113 countries, with rated 
evals by 455+ learners (87%) from 
90 countries: 
1. Key Essentials: The Sustainable 
Development Goals & the Law (April 
2023) 
2. Key Essentials: The Paris Agreement, 
Sustainable Development & the Law 
(April 2023) 
3. Key Essentials: The Wealth Economy, 
Sustainable Development & the Law 
(May 2023) 
4. Key Essentials: The CBD Global 
Biodiversity Framework, Sustainable 
Development & the Law (May 2023) 
 

Notes per Course: 
1. During SDG pre-pilots in Aug-Nov 2022, 18+ 
experts recorded. During pilot in April 2023, 169 
learners selected/completed the course, with 139 
evals from 59 countries collected.   
2. During Climate Law & Gov Day pre-pilots in Nov 
2022, 20+ experts recorded. During pilot in April 
2023, 153 learners selected/completed course, with 
131 evals from 65 countries collected.  
3. During Wealth Economy conference pre-pilots in 
April 2023, 10+ experts recorded. During pilot in 
May 2023, 97 learners selected/completed course, 
with 87 evals from 45 countries collected. 
4. During Biodiv Law & Gov Day pre-pilots in Dec 
2022, 16+ experts recorded. During pilot in May 
2023, 106 learners selected/completed course, with 
98 evals from 51 countries collected. 

 



Course 1 Report 
Key Essentials: The Sustainable Development Goals and the Law 

 
This course was piloted online in April 2023. Around 500 potential learners applied to join this course, with 169 
pilot learners completing the course successfully and 139 learners from 60 countries providing evaluations.  
 
Learning Objectives  
● Introduce learners to the relevance of sustainable development law and governance. 
● Engage learners in thinking critically about how sustainable development is reflected in law worldwide. 
● Introduce learners to the role of governance in sustainable development law. 
● Prepare learners to strengthen the role of law and policy in monitoring and reporting. 
● Inspire learners to advance their global careers in sustainability and justice 
 
Course Outline 
• Module 1: Introduction to the SDGs – A live introduction to the course during which learners meet the 

course instructors, guest speakers and other learners from around the world. Includes Bio drafting. 
• Module 2: Sustainable Development Law Principles and Practices - Explores the origins and evolution 

of sustainable development law and its key principles, analysing how sustainable development law operates at the 
national and international levels, and the role of institutions in shaping and implementing the law.  

• Module 3: Law and Practice of SDGs in the Global Economy – Analyses the role of international law 
and governance in achieving Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) related to the global economy with a Quiz. 

• Module 4: Law and Practice of SDGs in the Global Biosphere – Analyses the role of international law 
and governance in achieving nature conservation related SDGs, examining key SDG principles and practices for 
the biosphere. Includes an Assignment reviewing laws to deliver on Voluntary National Report. 

• Module 5: Law and Practice of SDGs in Global Society – Analyses the role of international law and 
governance in achieving SDGs related to human rights and societies, examining the key SDG principles and 
practices for human rights. Includes a Quiz. 

• Module 6: Course Conclusion and Final Remarks - A live closing session in which course instructors offer 
final remarks and insights on the role of sustainable development law and governance and provide instructions 
for learners to receive their course certifications. Learners are invited to join a network of course alumni.  

 
Featured University of Cambridge and Global Experts 
 

Professor Marie-Claire Cordonier Segger is Visiting Chair in Sustainable Development Law and 
Policy, University of Cambridge, Lucy Cavendish College director of studies, CISDL Senior Director and 
professor of international law in University of Victoria, Canada.  
 
Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesuss is currently Director-General, World Health Organization, former 
Minister of Health and Minister of Foreign Affairs of Ethiopia, Chair of the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, 
Tuberculosis, and Malaria / Partnership for Maternal, Newborn and Child Health Board. 

 
Illustrative Examples of Engaged Pilot Learners 

 
Hari Kukreja is a Natural Sciences student in the University of Cambridge, also an ESG fund sustainability 
analyst and leader of a student-led sustainability ratings site and catalyst designer for Carbon Capture. 
Fascinated by energy technology, he seeks a green transition research or consulting/finance career. 

 
Marie Tamoifo Nkom is Sub-regional Coordinator of the Network of Young Leaders for the Sustainable 
Management of Forest Ecosystems of Central Africa (REJEFAC) in Cameroon AJVC with 10 COMIFAC / 
CEEAC countries, also UN Environment Programme Youth lead on Sustainable Consumption for 
Cameroon’s Environment and Forests Ministries.  



Findings from Evaluations 
 
Out of 169 learners selected, 139 pilot learners from 60 countries completed evaluations.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Feedback on the Instructors’ Expertise and Passion  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Feedback on Democratizing Education through Sponsored Course Offerings 
 
 
 
  



Course 2 Report 
Key Essentials: The Paris Agreement, Sustainable  

Development and the Law 
 
This course was piloted online in April 2023. Around 500 potential learners applied to join this course, with 153 
pilot learners completing the course successfully and 131 learners from 65 countries providing evaluations.  
 
Learning Objectives 
● Introduce learners to pressing climate change law and governance challenges. 
● Explore the Paris Agreement and the tools it offers for policy and law makers, including access to finance, 

transparency and science. 
● Identify and analyse innovative domestic legal and policy solutions. 
● Prepare learners to strengthen the role of law and policy in monitoring and reporting. 
● Inspire learners to advance their global careers in sustainability and justice.  
  
Course Outline 
• Module 1: Course Introduction and Orientation – A live session to meet course instructors and other 

learners from around the world, exploring key principles and provisions of the Paris Agreement, with Bio drafting. 
• Module 2: Climate Mitigation and Net Zero Transitions – Analyses climate mitigation obligations under 

the UNFCCC, the Paris Agreement and in Parties’ Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs), learning about 
legal commitments to transition to net zero, to reduce emissions, holding warming below 1.5 degrees. 

• Module 3: Climate Adaptation, Resilience and Loss & Damage – Analyses adaptation commitments under 
the Paris Agreement and in Parties’ NDCs, exploring national adaptation plans and legal and governance aspects 
of climate resilience, also Loss and Damage provisions including COP27 outcomes, with Quiz. 

• Module 4: Climate Finance, Carbon Markets and Low-GHG Emissions Development Pathways – 
Analyses climate finance provisions, aligning financial flows, carbon market policy structures and low-GHG 
emissions development pathways, with NDCs Assignment. 

• Module 5: Climate Compliance, Capacity and Transparency Framework – Analyses the enhanced 
transparency framework under the Paris Agreement and COPs, the treaty’s capacity building mechanisms, and the 
Paris Agreement Implementation and Compliance Committee (PAICC), with Quiz. 

• Module 6: Course Conclusion and Final Remarks - A live closing session with offer final remarks and insights 
on career paths available for professionals, joining a network of course alumni. 

 
Featured University of Cambridge and Global Experts 
 

Dr Markus Gehring is former Director of the University of Cambridge Centre for European Legal 
Studies (CELS), Hughes Hall Director of Studies in Law at Hughes, LCIL Fellow, and Jean Monnet Research 
Chair ad personam in Sustainable Development Law at the University of Ottawa Law Faculty in Canada. 
 
Professor Christina Voigt is professor in the University of Oslo Faculty of Law, Department of Public 
and International Law, Chair of the IUCN World Commission on Environmental Law, IUCN Council 
member, and Paris Agreement Implementation and Compliance Committee Co-Chair. 

 
Illustrative Examples of Engaged Pilot Learners 
 

Zunaida Moosa Wadiwala is an Attorney, Conveyancer & Notary of the High Court of South Africa, 
an LLM Degree student in Transnational Climate Litigation at the University of the Witwatersrand, School 
of Law Teaching Assistant & Sessional Lecturer, and Rapporteur of Sabin Center for Climate Change Law.  

 
Agustin Carrizosa Bradshaw has a Business Administration BA and a masters in Climate Change, and 
supports the Paraguay government climate change public policy related to adaptation actions, representing 
Paraguay in regional climate change adaptation / loss and damage negotiations. 



 
 
Findings from Evaluations  
 
Out of 153 learners selected, 131 learners from 65 countries completed the evaluations. 
  

  

 
 
Feedback on the Instructors’ Expertise and Passion  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Feedback on Democratizing Education through Sponsored Course Offerings 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Course 3 Report 



Key Essentials: The Wealth Economy, Sustainable  
Development and the Law 

 
This course was piloted online in May 2023. Around 500 potential learners applied to join this course, with 97 pilot 
learners completing the course successfully and 87 learners from 45 countries providing evaluations.  
 
Learning Objectives 
• Introduce learners to the core challenges inherent in promoting a wealth economy. 
• Engage learners in thinking critically about how nature and other goods are valued in accounting codes, law and 

policy worldwide. 
• Introduce learners to the role of governance in supporting a wealth economy. 
• Prepare learners to strengthen the role of law and policy in monitoring and reporting. 
• Inspire learners to continue their professional development. 

 
Course Outline 
• Module 1: Course Introduction and Orientation – A live session to meet course instructors and other 

learners from around the world, gaining an understanding of true cost accounting of capital, with Bio drafting. 
• Module 2: Core Concepts in the Wealth Economy – Analyses principles and core concepts of the Wealth 

Economy frameworks, learning various forms of capital and how to develop new forms of accounting that move 
beyond GDP in order to achieve SDG targets, with Quiz. 

• Module 3: Wealth Economy Framework for Physical and Human Capital – Analyses global challenges 
that affect physical and human capital. Learners become familiar with the how new forms of accounting that move 
Beyond GDP to better value physical and human capital for SDG targets, with Quiz.  

• Module 4: Wealth Economy Framework for Natural Capital – Analyses global challenges that affect 
natural capital, learning new forms of accounting that move beyond GDP to value natural capital for SDGs targets. 

• Module 5: Wealth Economy Framework for Social Capital – Analyses global challenges that affect social 
capital. Learners become familiar with the how new forms of accounting can move beyond GDP to better value 
social capital in order to achieve SDG targets, with Assignment. 

• Module 6: Course Conclusion and Final Remarks – A live closing session for final remarks and insights 
regarding wealth economy, sustainable development and the law and career paths available for professionals in this 
area. Learners are invited to join a network of course alumni. 

 
Featured University of Cambridge and Global Experts 
 

Professor Diane Coyle is the Bennett Professor of Public Policy at the University of Cambridge, co-
directs the Bennett Institute, and is a Director of the Productivity Institute, Fellow of the Office for National 
Statistics, expert to the National Infrastructure Commission, and ESRC Council, also BBC Trust Vice Chair.  

 
Dr Matthew Agarwala is an economist and leads the Wealth Economy project, which seeks to 
transform economic measurement to better reflect sustainability, inequality, and human wellbeing, regularly 
consulting for governments and scientific organizations on topics of natural capital, ecosystem services. 

 
Illustrative Examples of Engaged Pilot Learners 
 

Claudia Concha is a Peruvian human rights, social inclusion and international development consultant at 
the World Bank, in the Human Rights, Inclusion and Empowerment Umbrella Trust Fund Program, among 
other global units and the Latin American and Caribbean region at the World Bank.   

 
David Cody is a practising policy adviser for the Scottish Government's Directorate of External Affairs, 
who led the UK’s Cities and Growth Unit team, delivering various levelling-up funds in Scotland, and worked 
on the Homes for Ukraine scheme. 

  



Findings from Evaluations 
 
Out of 97 pilot learners selected, 87 learners from 45 countries provided evaluations.  
 

  

 
 
Feedback on the Instructors’ Expertise and Passion  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Feedback on Democratizing Education through Sponsored Course Offerings  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Course 4 Report 
Key Essentials: The Global Biodiversity Framework, Sustainable  

Development and the Law 
 
This course was piloted online in May 2023. Around 500 potential learners applied to join this course, with 106 pilot 
learners completing the course successfully and 98 learners from 51 countries providing evaluations.  
 
Learning Objectives 
• Introduce learners to the core Introduce learners to pressing biodiversity law and governance challenges. 
• Explore the Global Biodiversity Framework and the tools it offers for policy and law makers, including access to 

finance, transparency and science. 
• Identify and analyse innovative domestic legal and policy solutions. 
• Prepare learners to strengthen the role of law and policy in monitoring and reporting. 
• Inspire learners to advance their global careers in sustainability and justice. 
 
Course Outline 
• Module 1: Course Introduction and Orientation – A live session during which they meet some of the 

course instructors and other learners from around the world, with Bio drafting.  
• Module 2: Nature Conservation, Ecosystem Restoration and Biodiversity Protection - Analyses Goal 

A of the new Global Biodiversity Framework (GBF) on targets to reduce threats to biodiversity, slow extinction 
rates, maintain genetic diversity of wild and domesticated species, and enhance protection of natural ecosystems 

• Module 3: Sustainable Use and Management of Biodiversity, Trade of Wildlife Species and 
Ecosystem Valuation – Analyses Goal B of the GBG on targets to sustainably use and manage biodiversity, also 
policies and laws for sustainable use, harvest and trade of wild species under CITES, with Quiz. 

• Module 4: Benefit-Sharing and Protection of Traditional Indigenous Knowledge – Analyses Goal C 
of the GBF and explore international targets relating to access and benefit-sharing, also in the Nagoya Protocol, 
the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture and the United Nations Declaration 
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, with Quiz. 

• Module 5: Biodiversity Finance, Capacity-Building, Scientific Cooperation and Tech Transfer – 
Analyses Goal D for adequate means of implementation, including financial resources, capacity-building, technical 
and scientific cooperation, and access to and transfer of technology for GBF implementation, with Assignment.  

• Module 6: Course Conclusion and Final Remarks – A live closing session in which course instructors offer 
final remarks and insights and are invited to join a network of course alumni. 

 
Featured University of Cambridge and Global Experts 
 

Professor Chris Sandbrook teaches Conservation and Society at the University of Cambridge, and 
investigates (i) the relationship between conservation and development in theory and practice, as a Social 
Science Expert Panel for Natural England member, directing the Masters in Conservation Leadership. 

 

Dr Howard Nelson is FFI Lecturer in Conservation Leadership at the University of Cambridge, researching 
Caribbean island ecology and conservation with an applied, collaborative approach focusing on climate-change 
adaptation in dry forests of Grenada and protected area management in Trinidad and Tobago. 

 
Illustrative Examples of Engaged Pilot Learners 
 

Stacey Alvarez de la Campa is a legal and educational consultant, environmental activist, and is 
Community and Content Manager, Ambassador Program Coordinator, and Academic Council Liaison with 
Island Innovation, also Lex Caribbean Barbados Anti-Money Laundering Administrator. 

 

Hassan Aftab Sheikh is a PhD student in Earth Sciences at the University of Cambridge, seeking a career 
in air pollution or climate science realm, working climate change, and its impacts on human health, also on 
standardising biodiversity credits to deliver nature positive outcomes in Pakistan. 



Findings from Evaluations 
 
Out of 106 pilot learners selected, 98 learners from 51 countries provided evaluations.  

 

 
 
Feedback on the Instructors’ Expertise and Passion  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Feedback on Democratizing Education through Sponsored Course Offerings 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Post-Evaluation Improvements to Strengthen Courses 

Building on the focus group discussions with learners who completed the first offering of these courses, the courses 
are being further tailored prior to the next offering. Key recommendations included: 

Content 

Add further case studies 

Discuss the shortcomings and inadequacies of the Convention on Biological Diversity and the 
Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework 

Incorporate more multimedia elements (videos, infographics, and interactive simulations) to break 
up the text-heavy content and appeal to different learning styles. 

Format 

Build flexibility into the timing of the course (two weeks at least) 

Add transcripts/voiceovers 

Enable a tracker system on Moodle to know which assignments have been completed 

Share additional visual material for each module 

Pilot Learner Commitments to Future Engagement in their Countries / Regions 

A crucial highlight of each course involved the collegiality, shared learning experiences and growing communities of 
practice that were encouraged among the pilot learners, and this engagement will be key to carry the courses forward. 
Learners have shared with the team how they hope to continue their learning journeys, joining a global cohort of 
current and future law and governance leaders, and making a commitment to help spread the word in their countries. 

Over 455 successful pilot learners and colleagues from 113 countries have agreed to: 

● Become course ambassadors and share future offerings on social media
● Spread awareness about sustainability and global justice, especially global opportunities that are available to

advance the implementation of international agreement on these issues 
● Advocate for their organisations to join/sign climate, biodiversity and other pledges
● Incorporate sustainability risks directly into decision-making processes in their professional environments
● Found/Join networks of professionals working on sustainable development law and policy (Climate Law and

Governance Initiative networks, Biodiversity Law and Governance Initiative networks, Sustainable 
Development Law Association branches). 



 

Democratizing Education for Global Stewardship & Sustainability in Law & Governance  
 

ANNEX – PROGRAMME BACKGROUND 

Programme Objectives: 
 To inspire, educate and engage present and future generations of law and public policy leaders from 

diverse backgrounds, contributing to global sustainability.  
 To expand current activities by creating a new programme of online courses to confront shared global 

sustainability challenges, and backed by online leadership/learner support, building crucial capacity to 
respond to the world’s biodiversity and climate emergencies. 

 
Projected Impacts: 
The programme aims to achieve the following measurable impacts: 
 Development and pilot of 6 new online courses in collaboration with Cambridge Advance Online and 

partners across the University addressing key public policy and legal solutions for achieving the SDGs in 
three years, to then offer the new courses as pilot MOOCs over the next two years, eventually reaching 
30,000 learners cumulatively. 

 Provision of new intellectual leadership, substantive content and delivery guided by research and teaching. 
 Engagement of a global alumni community of practice from the new online courses, through access to 

online high-level and inspiring lectures and interventions from world-class events. 
 
Methods & Partnerships: 
 The programme team and partners are collaborating across the University of Cambridge and 

internationally to develop and pilot a suite of materials, based on leading global legal and public policy 
sustainability research and teaching, in order to make them available in an online format of courses and 
events.  

 International and Cambridge-based events and activities deliverables activate and build on content and 
networks generated through activities of the Leverhulme Trust visiting professorship in 2020-22. 
Partners and collaborators involved include the Bennett Institute for Public Policy in POLIS, the Centre 
for Energy, Environment and Natural Resources Governance (CEENRG) in Land Economy, the Hughes 
Hall Centre for Climate Engagement (CCE), and the Centre for International Sustainable Development 
Law (CISDL) as the global partner. Experts from the Lauterpacht Centre for International Law (LCIL) 
and the Centre for European Legal Studies (CELS) in Law, the Cambridge Institute for Sustainability 
Leadership (CISL) in Business, the University of Cambridge Conservation Research Institute (UCCRI) are 
also engaged. 

 Working together in the first period, the legal research coordinator and the visiting chair in sustainable 
development law and governance, who serves as academic lead for the programme, achieved 
considerable progress in laying foundations for the collaborative programme, including development of 
syllabi, recommended readings and PPT materials for 2-3 courses, also pre-pilots to film world-class 
content, followed by evaluations to assess needs. 

 
Annual Review and Governance: 
Short briefings are provided twice yearly on outcomes/deliverables using KPIs to track and monitor 
activities, achievements and impacts as the programme grows and develops, with a review/renewal at YR3.  
  


